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New Delhi: India is eyeing a com-
prehensive framework for work
from home that will define the lia-
bility of employers towards emp-
loyees working from home.

Theideaistoprovidealegal fram-
ework for the new models of work
that have emerged in the wake of
the Covid19 pandemic, such as
work from home or hybrid working
toprotectemployees from the high-
ly infectious coronavirus, people
familiar with the move said.

Some of the options being consi-
dered includefixingwork hoursfor
employeesand payment of additio-
nal expenses incurred by them to-
wards electricity and internet usa-

ge because of wor-
king from home.

- A top government
official told ET that
discussions  have
started to ascertain

m&ﬂ' $ ways in which India
include fixing Can regulate work
workhours  fromhome, whichis
forstaffand expected to become

paymentof a norm going for-

additional  ward.

expenses ‘A" consultancy
firm is being roped

in to determine ‘future of work’ in
the backdrop of the pandemic and
the benefits it brings to stakehol-
ders,” the official said.

The government had in January
this year formalised work from
home for the services sector thro-

employers and employees to mu-
tually decide on the work hours
and other service conditions. The
move, however, was seen as a to-
ken exercise as the services sec-
tor, which largely comprises IT
and ITeS, has already been follo-
wing work from home to employe-
esunder special conditions.

The government now wants to
bring a comprehensive formal
structureforall sectors, the official
said. The latest move comes close
on the heels of other countries put-
ting in place such frameworks. A
recentlaw passed in Portugal outli-
nes labour rules for greater protec-
tion of employees working away
from the company premises. There
is consensus within the govern-
ment to bring legislation to give le-
gal backing to work from home.
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