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Assam govt issues fresh SOP as Omicron variant
cases increase in country. Details here

Updated: 06 Dec 2021, 06:55 AM IST

The Assam government on Sunday issued a new SOP, in view of rising cases of Omicron variant of
Covid-19 in the country.

The new SOP include mandatory RT-PCR test on arrival, for international travellers and also made 7-
day home quarantine compulsory for those who test negative for the coronavirus infection.

The new SOP has been formulated on the basis of the protocol for international travellers prepared
by the Centre, state Health Minister Keshab Mahanta said in a statement.

All international travellers will have to undergo compulsory RT-PCR test for COVID-19 on arrival with
children below five years of age having been exempted, Mahanta said. However, if any child below
five years of age coming from abroad is having symptoms for COVID-19, a test will have to be
conducted, he said.

If travellers are found positive for the infection, they will have to abide by the state government
protocol for the treatment of such patients, and their samples will also be sent to laboratories for
genome sequencing to determine the COVID variant. International travellers, who test negative on
arrival, will compulsorily have to undergo seven-day home quarantine, the statement said.

As per the new SOP, district authorities will keep track of overseas travellers and ensure that they
follow all the protocols. It also asked those who are going out of or coming into Assam to upload a
self-declaration form on "Air Suvidha" portal before the scheduled journey. They have to submit travel
details for the last 14-days and their negative RT-PCR report, not older than 72 hours.

Each passenger will also have to submit a declaration with respect to the authenticity of the report
and will be liable for criminal prosecution if found otherwise. They should also give an undertaking on
the portal or to the Ministry of Civil Aviation through airlines before they are allowed to undertake
the journey that they would abide by decisions of the appropriate government authority to undergo
home or institutional quarantine as warranted.

India reported 17 more cases of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 on Sunday - nine in Rajasthan capital
Jaipur, seven in Maharashtra's Pune district and a 37-year-old fully vaccinated man who arrived in
Delhi from Tanzania - taking the tally to 21 in the country. Most of those who tested positive either
recently arrived from African countries or were in contact with such people.

With this, four states and the national capital have now reported cases of the potentially more
contagious variant which has sparked a fresh alert across the world. The country reported the first
two cases of the Omicron variant of COVID-19 on Thursday in Karnataka. Both patients are fully
vaccinated.

Meanwhile, Assam reported 101 new COVID-19 cases and four deaths in the past 24 hours, informed
the state health bulletin on Sunday.
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With these new cases, the total number of cases in the state rose to 6,17,576 including the 1,143
active cases. However, the death toll increased to 6,120 including the new fatalities.

As many as 158 people have been recovered from the coronavirus infection in the last 24 hours, taking
the overall recoveries to 6,08,966.
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