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 The government had earlier said that with Omicron spreading fast, we need to avoid 

nonessential travel, mass gatherings and new year celebrations need to be at low intensity  

 

The Indian government declared that districts with over 5% Covid positivity rate will have to 

mandatorily ensure that restrictive measures are followed unless the rate comes down below 5% . 

The districts will have to follow this for at least two weeks. 

The government had earlier said that with Omicron spreading fast, we need to avoid nonessential 

travel, mass gatherings and New Year celebrations need to be at low intensity. 

So far 101 Omicron positive cases have been detected across 11 states, and Union Territories, the 

government confirmed.  

“Omicron variant has been reported in 91 countries in the world. WHO has said that Omicron is 

spreading faster than the Delta variant in South Africa where Delta circulation was low," said Lav 

Agrawal, the joint secretary of Union health ministry. 

As the Omicron spread beyond southern Africa, the World Health Organisation (WHO) had alerted the 

world. It designated the new strain as a “variant of concern".  

Later, health experts in South Africa -- where the variant was first detected -- said that patients have 

shown mild symptoms, and most of them didn’t even need hospitalisation.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
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