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SECRETARY
Dear Colleague,

AﬂseinGovid-19casesacoompanledbyaninaeaseinposlﬂvityrateisbelng
witnessed in various parts of the Country, This rise, it appears, is being driven by the
Variant of Concern (VoC) “Omicron” and the continued presence of another VoC "Delta” in
large geographies across the Country. In this context, augmenting human resources,
particularly Health Care Workers (HCWs) for Covid management assumes critical
importance,

7 Therefore, the Union Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has issued two detailed
Guidelines on 8" January, 2022 and 9 January, 2022 to all States/UTs regarding utilizing
the services of final year MBBS students, Interns, Senior Residents, Junior Residents as well
as B.Sc Nursing students (3 and 4" year), M.Sc Nursing students (1% and 2™ year), etc.
Copies of the relevant letters are allacheg.

3 DunngthesecondsurgeofCovidcasslntheoounu-y,itwasseenmatme
percentageofacﬁvecas&sthatneededhospitalizedmrewerelnmerangeofzo-n%. In
the present surge, 5-10 % of active cases have needed hospitalization so far. The situation
Is dynamic and evolving, therefore, the need for hospitalization may also change rapidly.
AllStaM/UTsareadvisedtokeepadaIlywatchonmesimannoftocal number of active
cases, cases under home isolation (for which detailed guidelines have been issued by the
Ministry on 5% January, 2022), number of hospitalized cases, cases on oxygen beds, ICU
beds and on ventilatory support. Based on this monitoring, requirement of Health Care
Workers (HCWs) and their availability, health facility wise, must also be reviewed on a daily
basis as was done during the second surge.

4. While various States/UTs have initiated steps for establishment of jumbo health
facilities, field hospitals, temporary hospitals, etc., it must be appreciated that both
infrastructure and human resources have their limitations. Therefore, it is important to
conserve Healthcare Workers by initiating staggering wherever possible and by restricting
elective procedures in the hospitals. It is also important to strictly follow the Advisory for
managing Healthcare Workers working in Covid and Non-Covid areas of health care
facilities issued by this Ministry on 9* January, 2022.

A In addition to the aforesaid action, States/UTs may also consider following actions
On a priority basis :-

a)  Ear-marking different categories of beds in private clinical establishments for Covid
care, in collaboration and active consultation with their management.
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b)

)

d)

e)

)

h)

ltmustalsobeensuredthatmed\argesleviedbysud\heaMfadllﬁsate
reasonableandmereisamedunismmmonmandiniuateacuoninlnstancesof
over-charging if any.

UpgradaﬂmofCovidCareCume(CCC)bedsmOxygenSuppomedBedswherever
required,

B\gagenemofreﬁredwndlcalprofessimalsaMBBSstudmtsforpmwmodee
consultation services,

Skilling of community volunteers in basic care and management at Covid Care
Centres (CCCs).

NlmsmaHospitabandMedicaICdbgeHospitalsatDWheadquarwbvdmbe
utilized as eSanjeevani Tele-Consultation hubs for providing e-OPD services and
Tele-Consultation to patients at Community Health Centre (CHC) and Primary Health
Centre (PHC) levels. Requisite financial resources for this have already been
provided under ECRP-II to States/UTs.

Simplified videos on management of Covid-19 cases and other capacity building
videos and materials have been uploaded at IGOT and DIKSHA digital platforms.
This information needs to be disseminated for an increased uptake by all HCWs on a
priority basis.

e-Consultation webinars for State and District level Intensivists, Critical Care
MedidneSpedallstsandoumDocwtsmnagnngwcasshavebeenstartedby
AIIMS, New Delhi. In addition various e-ICU modules have been also by
States. Nlthesemustbeleveragedappropﬂatelyforhelpingandsldllupgradaﬁon
of Healthcare Workers.



